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  Les S. Bowers           
GentryLocke 
211 Rocketts Way 
Suite 100 
Richmond, VA 23231 
 

Tel: 540-983-9340 
Email: bowers@gentrylocke.com  
Website: www.gentrylocke.com  

Les Bowers is a Partner and trial lawyer who focuses his practice representing individuals injured in 

products liability and medical malpractice cases. Utilizing his past experience working at some of the 

world’s largest law firms, Les understands the defenses and strategies available to defendants and their 

large corporate insurance companies and uses that knowledge to appropriately evaluate cases, conduct 

extensive investigation, and pursue only the most meritorious cases. Les is careful to limit his cases to 

ensure that each client receives the utmost in personal attention and guidance. Les’s intense drive and 

attention to detail have resulted in numerous accolades, including the largest medical malpractice 

verdict in Virginia in 2014, numerous peer review awards, and the opportunity to give back to the 

profession by writing in peer reviewed journals and speaking at educational seminars. Les is admitted to 

practice law in Virginia and North Carolina. 

  
 

 Andrew P. Connors          
Connors Law 
1901 S. Main St. 
Suite 4C 
Blacksburg, VA 24060 
 

Tel: 540-553-8149 ext. 2 
Email: andrew@apconnorslaw.com  
Website: www.apconnorslaw.com 

Andrew P. Connors is a Virginia business attorney and the principal attorney at Connors Law.  He focuses 

his practice on business law, intellectual property law, contracts, civil litigation, and appeals. As a 

litigator, he has represented clients in all state trial courts in Virginia, the U.S. District Court for the 

Western District of Virginia, the Court of Appeals of Virginia, including the full Court of Appeals sitting en 

banc, and the Supreme Court of Virginia.  He has handled cases involving all kinds of intellectual 

property matters, including trademark, trade secret, patent, and copyright suits or potential suits.  His 

business counseling practice focuses on business formation, intellectual property protection, intellectual 

property licensing, and contract drafting, including technology-related contract and licensing 

agreements.  As a former software developer and business consultant on government contracts, Mr. 

Connors understands the particular needs of technology-related businesses. 

mailto:bowers@gentrylocke.com
http://www.gentrylocke.com/
mailto:andrew@apconnorslaw.com
http://www.apconnorslaw.com/


 
 

Virginia Trial Lawyers Association  Page 2 
 

  James K. Cowan, Jr.          
CowanPerry 
250 South Main Street 
Suite 226 
Blacksburg, VA 24060 
 

Tel: 540-443-2850 
Email: jcowan@cowanperry.com  
Website: www.cowanperry.com  

Jim is the Chairman of CowanPerry PC. His practice focuses on representing management in the full 
spectrum of labor & employment related issues confronted by employers in today’s workplace, handling 
complex business litigation matters and representing property owners and developers on land use 
issues, and commercial real estate projects. He represents a wide range of employers, business owners 
and developers in the region, ranging from high-tech start-ups to large manufacturers, and from local 
property owners to national developers. 
 
He has over twenty years of trial experience representing employers in non-compete litigation, myriad 
types of business and partnership disputes, and the waterfront of employment-related litigation, 
including employee benefits and ERISA claims. 
 
Over the course of his career, he has represented companies in federal and state courts across Virginia 
in commercial litigation and in the defense of wrongful discharge claims, including disability, age, family 
medical leave, sexual harassment, race, and gender under the Americans with Disabilities Act; the Age 
Discrimination in Employment Act; the Family Medical Leave Act and Fair Labor Standards Act; Title VII 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and 42 U.S.C. §1981; and before the Virginia Supreme Court on appellate 
matters. Jim also represents employers before the NLRB, the EEOC and the Virginia Employment 
Commission. Additionally, he specializes in the preparation of affirmative action plans and responding to 
OFCCP and other Department of Labor audits. 
 
 

  Robert E. Dean          
Rob Dean Law 
401 Campbell Ave SW 
Suite 302 
Roanoke, VA 24016 
 

Tel: 540-585-1776 
Email: rob@robdeanlaw.com  
Website: www.roanokecriminaldefense.com 

Rob Dean is a criminal defense attorney in Roanoke, Virginia. He represents individuals who have been 

charged with serious criminal and traffic offenses in state and federal court. Mr. Dean is admitted to 

practice before the Supreme Court of Virginia, the United States District Court for the Western District 

of Virginia, and in each of Virginia’s state courts. 

mailto:jcowan@cowanperry.com
http://www.cowanperry.com/
mailto:rob@robdeanlaw.com
http://www.roanokecriminaldefense.com/
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Before forming the firm, he worked as an Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney for the City of Lynchburg, 

Virginia, where he prosecuted over 350 cases, ranging for serious traffic matters to felony crimes. During 

this time, he lectured on criminal law and procedure at the Central Virginia Criminal Justice Academy. 

In law school, he served as a prosecutor intern with the Rockbridge County Office of the 

Commonwealth’s Attorney and received a pro bono service award for his work. He was member of the 

Moot Court Executive Board and coached the school’s mock trial team in national competition. 

 

A former basketball coach, Mr. Dean is an avid supporter of Michigan sports. He also writes a blog about 

using technology in legal practice. He and his wife, Jennifer, are residents of Roanoke, and have one 

daughter. They enjoy hiking, running, and traveling as a family. 

 
 

   Jonathan Halperin         
Halperin Law Center  
5225 Hickory Park Drive, Suite B 
Glen Allen, VA 23059 

Tel: 804-527-0100 
Email: jonathan@halperinlegal.com   
Website: www.halperinlegal.com  

   
Mr. Halperin has been in practice for over 24 years, and during that time, he has left his mark on the 
world through ground-breaking legal actions. He has fought for the rights of victims, pursued many 
cases that challenged harmful products, and kept true to his focus on personal injury law. 
 
Before he came to Richmond, Mr. Halperin was a Senior and Founding Partner of a boutique litigation 
law firm in Washington, D.C. He has lectured extensively in the fields of personal injury and trial law at 
schools and universities. Additionally, he taught federal practice and procedure at The Colombus School 
of Law for 7 years. After his many accomplishments in education, he continues to present legal 
education courses and seminars to attorneys and legal staff for the Virginia Trial Lawyers' 
Association and the National Business Institute. He has also lectured on behalf of the Roscoe Pound 
Foundation regarding the fundamentals of trial practice. 
 
 
Sean MacDonald          
Halperin Law Center  
5225 Hickory Park Drive, Suite B 
Glen Allen, VA 23059 

Tel: 804-527-0100 
Email: andrew@halperinlegal.com   
Website: www.halperinlegal.com 

 
The founder of Trial Drone Inc., Sean MacDonald, has been a trial lawyer for more than fifteen years. 
Ten years prior he was a private investigator working for trial lawyers. Sean has twenty-five years of 
experience gathering evidence that maximizes the chances of success at trial. 

mailto:jonathan@halperinlegal.com
http://www.halperinlegal.com/
mailto:andrew@halperinlegal.com
http://www.halperinlegal.com/
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In 2001 he opened his own practice handling various corporate commercial, personal injury and other 
civil and criminal litigation trial matters. Sean used his talents as well to work pro bono cases on 
wrongful convictions and has to date been successful in litigating the exoneration of approximately 73 
years of wrongful incarceration. Sean is the recipient of the Young Justice Professional Award from the 
International Society for the Reform of Criminal Law. 
 
As an experienced and successful Trial Lawyer Sean knows that Trial Lawyers all have one thing in 
common. “Litigators attempt to re-create a single historical event or events in front of judge or jury or 
both. To do this, we need the facts. But gathering these facts after the event is a challenge even a 
disadvantage because often times evidence has gone cold and remains uncovered. That is until now”. 
 
 

   Sharon D. Nelson      
Sensei Enterprises, Inc. 
3975 University Dr 
Suite 225 
Fairfax, VA 22030  

Tel: 703-359-0700 
Email: snelson@senseient.com  
Website: https://senseient.com/ 

Sharon D. Nelson, Esq., is the President of Sensei Enterprises, Inc., a digital forensics, information 
technology and information security firm in Fairfax, Virginia. Ms. Nelson graduated from Georgetown 
University Law Center and has been in private practice ever since, now concentrating exclusively in 
electronic evidence law. Ms. Nelson was the President of the Virginia State Bar June 2013-June 2014, 
and is a Past President of the Fairfax Law Foundation, and a Past President of the Fairfax Bar Association. 
She became Chair of the American Bar Association Law Practice Divisions Professional Development 
Board in August 2015 and served as the former Chair of its Publishing Board. She served three years on 
the ABA’s Cybersecurity Legal Task Force and has served on the ABA’s Standing Committee on 
Technology and Information Systems since 2012. From 2012-2014, she served in the ABA’s House of 
Delegates. She was inducted into the College of Law Practice Management in 2014. She is also a 
graduate of Leadership Fairfax, a past chair of the American Bar Association’s TECHSHOW, the Chair of 
VSB TECHSHOW 2014 and 2016, and served for many years on the Virginia State Bar Governing Council 
and on its Executive Committee, on its Standing Committee on Budget and Finance, and was the former 
Chair of the Unauthorized Practice of Law Committee. She is currently the Chair of the Virginia State 
Bar’s Future of Law Practice Committee and its Better Annual Meeting Committee. She is a member of 
the Virginia Women’s Attorneys Association, the Virginia Bar Association, the Virginia Association of 
Criminal Defense Lawyers and the Virginia Trial Lawyers’ Association. She serves on the Editorial Board 
of Legaltech News. She is a member of the Business Women’s Giving Circle 
of the Community Foundation for Northern Virginia. 
 
 

mailto:snelson@senseient.com
https://senseient.com/
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  Nicole Sandoz          
Georgetown University Law Center 
Office of Student Life 
McDonough Hall 170 & 171 
Washington D.C. 
Tel: 202-662-9292 

Email: ns1028@law.georgetown.edu  
Website: 
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/campus-
life/health-wellness/lawyers-in-balance/

Nicole is currently the Director of Student Life at Georgetown Law Center and a facilitator in the Lawyers 

in Balance Program at Georgetown Law. Lawyers in Balance is a non-credit course that teaches 

meditation and mindfulness techniques to prepare students for the stressful lifestyle that often 

accompanies the legal profession. Prior to starting at Georgetown, Nicole worked at Paul Hastings and 

Davis Wright Tremaine LLP representing employers in all aspects of employment litigation. After leaving 

legal practice, Nicole first worked at Cornell Law School for three years as the Director of Career Services 

before starting at Georgetown. Nicole uses regular yoga and mindfulness practices to help balance her 

personal and professional life. 

 
 

   John W. Simek          
Sensei Enterprises, Inc. 
3975 University Dr 
Suite 225 
Fairfax, VA 22030 

Tel: 703-359-0700 
Email: jsimek@senseient.com 
Website: https://senseient.com/ 

 
Mr. Simek is the Vice President of Sensei Enterprises, Inc., an information technology, digital forensics 
and information security firm located in Fairfax, VA. Mr. Simek has a national reputation as a digital 
forensics technologist and has testified as an expert witness throughout the United States. He holds a 
degree in engineering from the United States Merchant Marine Academy and an MBA in finance from 
Saint Joseph’s University. 
 
Mr. Simek holds the prestigious Certified Information Systems Security Professional (CISSP) and EnCase 
Certified Examiner (EnCE) certifications. He is also a Certified Handheld Examiner, Certified Novell 

mailto:ns1028@law.georgetown.edu
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/campus-life/health-wellness/lawyers-in-balance/
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/campus-life/health-wellness/lawyers-in-balance/
mailto:jsimek@senseient.com
https://senseient.com/
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Engineer, Microsoft Certified Professional + Internet, Microsoft Certified Systems Engineer, NT Certified 
Independent Professional, and a Certified Internetwork Professional. Mr. Simek is also a member of the 
High Tech Crime Network as well as the American Bar Association and the Fairfax Bar Association. 
 
 
 
 

 


