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Exciting
Speakers

The legendary Russ Herman from New Orleans is a master of the art of persuasion. 
Weaving wisdom from Aristotle, Shakespeare and the Bible, he is one of the nation’s 
most effective and inspirational advocates. Russ has spent the past half century bat-
tling big corporations achieving billion (yes billion) dollar verdicts and settlements 
for his deserving clients. His long list of credentials would fill our brochure. Suffice it 
to say that he is a member of virtually every honorary legal society that exists. Don’t 
miss the chance to be inspired and motivated by this phenomenal trial lawyer.

Colorado trial lawyer Tom Metier always wanted to help the “little” guy. 
Whether he realized his calling as a child when he saw bullies picking on weaker 

kids or as a college student, helpless and alone while recuperating from a 
motorcycle accident, Tom knew his calling in life was to protect working people and 

their families who have lost their strength due to the wrongful, negligent acts of 
others. Tom’s innovative trial techniques have earned him a national reputation. 

Come hear this trial lawyer “giant” speak about the real art of storytelling.

Nationally acclaimed Georgia trial lawyer Richard Middleton returns to Virginia, where 
he received undergraduate and law school degrees from Washington & Lee and now 
lectures annually. Well known for disease-related and environmental litigation, Richard 
will re-introduce us to the “forgotten tort” – the nuisance case. Richard is currently in-
volved in litigation against the natural gas industry for hydro-fracking abuses and its de-
struction of land and water supplies and also represents clients in cases involving mass 
animal containment, waste run off, noxious odors, and other agricultural nuisances.

Florida trial lawyer Dorothy Clay Sims travels the country teaching lawyers how to 
debunk the myths created by defense doctors. VTLA gives you the opportunity to see 
and hear from her right here! Dorothy’s inspiration to be an advocate for the injured 

and disabled comes from watching how her younger brother with Down Syndrome 
was treated by strangers, sometimes with pity and sometimes with cruelty.  

Come learn from one of the best cross examiners of defense experts.

Special 
Awards

The Hon. Barbara M. 
Keenan, the first woman 
on the U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals for the Fourth 
Circuit and former justice 
of the Supreme Court 
of Virginia, will receive 
VTLA’s Distinguished Ser-
vice Award at Saturday’s 
banquet. Join us to honor 
this exemplary lawyer and 
judge.

VTLA is proud to honor 
one of our own, Dale W. 
Pittman, with the Oliver 
White Hill Courageous  
Advocate Award for his 
more than 35 years of 
extraordinary work on 
behalf of Virginia 
consumers. VTLA stalwarts 
describe Dale as fearless, 
relentless, fierce ... and 
courageous.
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Thursday, March 27, 2014

1:00 p.m.
Registration and Exhibit Hall Open 
Coffee Break

3:00 p.m.
Convention Opening Remarks and  
Welcome
Barbara S. Williams, President 
	 Barbara S. Williams, PC, Leesburg
Jason W. Konvicka, Convention Chair 
	 Allen, Allen, Allen & Allen, Richmond

3:15-4:15 p.m.
The Ethics of Equality: A Lawyer’s 
Professional Responsibility
Michael HuYoung 
	 Barnes & Diehl, PC, Richmond

4:15-5:15 p.m.
Ethics Update
Leslie Haley 
	 Haley Law, PLC, Midlothian
James McCauley 
	 Virginia State Bar, Richmond

 
5:30 p.m.
Friends of Bill W.

6:30-8:00 p.m.
Welcome Reception

10:00 p.m.
Young Trial Lawyers Social

March 27-30
2014
The 
Homestead

FRIday, March 28, 2014

7:15 a.m.

Law Office Management Interchange:  
Creating a Cloud-Based  
Document Management System
Robert E. Dean 
	 Frith & Ellerman Law Firm, PC, Roanoke

8:15 a.m.
Annual Meeting

8:30 a.m.
Insurance Law Update
Elliott M. Buckner 
	 Cantor, Stoneburner, Ford,  
	 Grana & Buckner, Richmond

9:00 a.m.
The Ethics and Effective Assistance  
of Counsel Issues Created by  
Brady v. Maryland and Its Progeny
David P. Baugh 
	 Attorney At Law, Richmond

9:45 a.m.
The Nature Boy’s Tips to  
Grappling with the Work Comp  
Lien and Body Slamming the  
PI Investigation
Craig B. Davis 
	 Reinhardt, Harper & Davis, PLC, Richmond

10:30 a.m.
Using Facts to Debunk  
Defense Myths 
Dorothy Clay Sims 
Sims & Stakenborg, PA, Ocala, FL



11:15 a.m.
Everything in Excess: Pursuing  
a Bad Faith Claim in Virginia
Christopher L. Anderson 
	 BrickerAnderson, PC, Richmond

11:30 a.m.
Wakole v. Barber: A Very Sharp  
Arrow in Your Quiver
Bridget N. Long 
	 Allen, Allen, Allen & Allen, Richmond

11:45 a.m.
The Cutting Edge in 
Courtroom Persuasion
Russ M. Herman 
	 Herman, Herman & Katz, LLC,  
	 New Orleans, LA

12:30 -1:30 p.m.
Luncheons

Contributor’s Luncheon (by invitation only)
U.S. Senator Tim Kaine 
invited speaker

Combined Section Luncheon  
Consumer, Business, Employment/Civil Rights, 
Family, Products Liability, Professional Liability
Our Emerging Law:  
Recognizing and Protecting  
LGBT People and Families 
Shannon Minter 
	 National Center for Lesbian Rights,  
	 Washington, DC

Criminal Law Section
How to Defend the  
Undefendable
David P. Baugh 
	 Attorney At Law, Richmond

Long-Term Care Litigation Section
Fraudulent Billing in Nursing Homes and  
Qui Tam Actions Under the False Claim Act
Jeffrey J. Downey 
	 Law Office of Jeffrey J. Downey, PC,  
	 Washington, DC

Workers’ Compensation Section
Recent Cases of Interest  
in Workers’ Comp Law
The Honorable R. Ferrell Newman 
Virginia Workers’ Compensation Commission

2:00 p.m.
Identifying the Hidden  
Products Liability Cases  
in Your Office
Michael F. Imprevento 
	 Breit, Drescher, Imprevento & Walker, PC,  
	 Virginia Beach

2:30 p.m.
Criminal, Ethical and  
Evidentiary Issues Involving  
Electronic Evidence 
Michael Maschke 
	 Sensei Enterprises, Inc., Fairfax

3:30 p.m.
One Great Story:  
Storytelling as Trial Art Form
T. Thomas Metier 
	 Metier Law Firm, Fort Collins, CO

4:15 p.m.	
Judges’ Panel: Pre-Trial Motions and Practice – 
How to Start Winning Your Case Before Trial
The Hon. Junius P. Fulton, III 
	 Norfolk Circuit Court
The Hon. Lorraine Nordlund 
	 Fairfax Circuit Court
The Hon. Clifford R. Weckstein 
	 Roanoke City Circuit Court
Roger T. Creager, Moderator 
	 Creager Law Firm, PLLC,  
	 Richmond



5:00 p.m.
Fired Up for Justice:  
Why What You Do Matters!
The Honorable Bruce Braley 
U.S. Congressman, Iowa

5:30 p.m.
Friends of Bill W.

6:00-8:00 p.m.
The Allen Party

Saturday, March 29, 2014

7:30 a.m.
Fun Run

8:00 a.m.
Coffee with the Judges

8:45 a.m.
Tort Law Update
Stephanie E. Grana 
	 Cantor, Stoneburner, Ford,  
	 Grana & Buckner, Richmond 
Lee Livingston 
	 Livingston Law Firm, PLLC,  
	 Charlottesville

9:45 a.m.
Expanding Your Practice –  
Nuisance Cases –  
The Forgotten Tort 
Richard H. Middleton, Jr. 
	 The Middleton Firm, LLC, Savannah, GA

10:30 a.m.
Amicus Curiae Update
Cory R. Ford 
	 Barbara S. Williams, PC, Leesburg
Kyle McNew 
	 MichieHamlett, Charlottesville

10:45 a.m.
Supreme Court Thoughts and Muses
The Honorable Donald W. Lemons
The Honorable Elizabeth A. McClanahan
The Honorable Cleo E. Powell
Jeffrey A. Breit, Moderator 
	 Breit, Drescher, Imprevento  
	 & Walker, PC, Virginia Beach

11:30 a.m.
Legislative Update

1:00 p.m.
Golf Tournament

1:30 p.m.
Tennis Tournament/Skeet
 
1:30 p.m.
VTLA Women’s Caucus Lunch
Join members of VTLA leadership to kick off the 
VTLA Women’s Caucus.

2:00-4:00 p.m.
Ethics Video Replay

5:45 p.m.
Friends of Bill W.

6:00 p.m.
Lexis Reception

7:00 p.m. 
Banquet



Renew 

Passion    the
VTLA
Annual
Convention
SPONSORS

The financial support 
of these sponsors is vital 
to the success of the 
VTLA Convention. 

Thank you!

THURSDAY, MARCH 27, 2014

Welcome Reception
Bangel, Bangel & Bangel, LLP
Barbara S. Williams, PC
Cantor, Stoneburner, Ford, Grana & Buckner
CurcioLaw
Health Information Resources
MartinWren, PC
MichieHamlett
Patten, Wornom, Hatten & Diamonstein, LC
Summit Pharmacy

YTL Social
American Association for Justice
Planet Depos

FRIDAY, MARCH 28, 2014

Contributor’s Luncheon
Brown & Jennings, PLC
Crandall & Katt
Marks & Harrison

Combined Section Luncheon
Consumer, Business, Employment/Civil Rights, 
Family, Products Liability, Professional Liability
EPS Settlements
Mullet, Dove, Meacham & Bradley, PLLC
The Law Office of Dale W. Pittman, PC

Criminal Law Section Luncheon
Integrity Forensics, LLC

Long-Term Care Litigation Section Luncheon
Strategic Benefits

Workers’ Compensation Section Luncheon
ChasenBoscolo Injury Lawyers
Summit Pharmacy

The Allen Party
Allen, Allen, Allen & Allen

SATURDAY, MARCH 29, 2014

Coffee with the Judges
Gerald A. Schwartz & Karen A. Hainer
Hall & Hall, PLC
Virginia Lawyers Media

Golf Tournament
Optcapital
Summit Pharmacy

Skeet Tournament
Synergy Settlement Services

Banquet Reception
LexisNexis

Basketball Viewing
Nichols Zauzig Sandler, PC

Banquet
The McCammon Group

Coffee Breaks
JMW Settlements, Inc.

General sponsors
Jolly Consulting, LLC
Koonz, McKenney, Johnson, DePaolis  
     & Lightfoot, LLP
Jason W. Konvicka
LichtensteinFishwick, PLC
Livingston Law Firm, PLLC
Medivisuals
Reinhardt Harper Davis, PLC
TASA



Rates are Per Room, Per Day based on the Modified American Plan (Breakfast and Dinner included)
Please indicate your preferred rate: 

ROOM: 
Classic	 ___	 Single $305	 ___	 Double $395 
Resort	 ___	 Single $325	 ___ 	 Double $405 
Preferred Resort	 ___	 Single $335	 ___	 Double $415 
Premier	 ___	 Single $355	 ___	 Double $435 
Preferred Premier	 ___	 Single $365	 ___	 Double $445

Young Trial Lawyer Rates
Classic	 ___	 Single $247	 ___	 Double $320 
Resort	 ___	 Single $267	 ___ 	 Double $340 
Preferred Resort	 ___	 Single $277	 ___	 Double $350 
Premier	 ___	 Single $297	 ___	 Double $370 
Preferred Premier	 ___	 Single $307	 ___	 Double $380

Children sharing room with parents: 0 to 12 years are complimentary; 13 to 17 are $74; 18 and up are $74 pp/day

Reservation

Name _______________________________________________________________________

Number of adults ______

Roommate (if applicable) _________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

City _ __________________________________________State _______ Zip ____________

Telephone __________________________________________________________________

Fax __________________________________________________________________________

email ________________________________________________________________________

Children’s names and ages:
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Arrival Date ______________ Departure Date _______________________________

Check-in time is after 4 p.m. Check out time is before 12 noon.

(800) 838-1766 
Return this form to:

The Homestead Group Reservations  •  P.O. Box 2000 • Hot Springs, VA 24445
Fax requests may be sent to (540) 839-7670

OR reserve online http://www.thehomestead.com/VATrialLawyers3

*	Apply a $40 per night discount for full-time judges, legal aid or public defender attorneys, or local or state government attorneys. 

Advance reservations and appointments are required for all evening dining and recreation to ensure preferred times. 
Please call 1-800-838-1766.

Dress: During the day, casual attire is preferred. Jeans and bathing suits are discouraged in The Great Hall. In the evening, jacket and collared shirt, and dress shoes, 
are required in the Dining Room. Tie optional in Dining Room. Resort casual elsewhere.

Reservation request made by: _ ____________________________________________________     Date: _______________

SUITE:  (based on availability)
Junior 	 ___	 Single $425	 ___	 Double $515
One Bedroom	 ___	 Single $525	 ___	 Double $615
Two Bedroom 	 Available upon request
Presidents Suite	 Available upon request

Young Trial Lawyers Rates
Junior 	 ___	 Single $367	 ___	 Double $440
One Bedroom	 ___	 Single $467	 ___	 Double $540
Two Bedroom 	 Available upon request
Presidents Suite	 Available upon request

All rates are subject to 15% resort fee. Package prices are subject to applicable state and local taxes (currently 9.3%) in effect at the time of check-in.

■	 Visa	 ■	 MasterCard	 ■	 American Express
■	 Discover	 ■	 Diner’s Club

Credit Card No. _ ___________________________________________________

Exp. Date __________ 

Name on Card ______________________________________________________

Payment
An advance deposit equal to one night’s room rate plus resort charge 
and tax is required to guarantee your reservation. Early mailing 
of reservations is highly recommended. Confirmed reservations 
are based on room availability. Reservations must be received 
by March 5, 2014, or until room block has been filled. Deposit 
may be made with Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Diner’s 
Club, or Discover, which will be charged when reservation request 
is received. If deposit is by check, payment must be received with 
this reservation request. Changes or cancellations may be made 
to your reservation without any penalty until 7 days prior to your 
arrival. Changes or cancellations made within 7 days of arrival will 
result in forfeiture of the deposit. Failure to show on the first night 
of stay will cause cancellation of all activities and dining reserva-
tions for the entire stay. 

                          Hotel Reservation Form



Please make checks payable to VTLA and send to:
Virginia Trial Lawyers Association, P.O. Box 1257, Richmond, VA  23218-1257

804/343-1143 • 800/267-VTLA • 804/343-7124 (fax) • e-mail: vtla@vtla.com

s Long Term Care............................25	■
s Products Liability........................25	■
  Professional Liability.................25	■
s Social Security..............................25	■
sWorkers’ Compensation.............25	■

  Appellate Practice..................... $25	■
sBusiness Litigation......................25	■
  Consumer Law..............................25	■
  Criminal Law..................................25	■
sEmployment & Civil Rights ..........25	■
  Family Law......................................25	■

CONV

Civil Rights/Const. 	_______ %	 Employment Law	_______%	 Products Liability	_______ %
Commercial Law	 _______ %	 Family Law	 _______%	 Prof. Liability	 _______ %
Consumer Law	 _______ %	 Med Malpractice	 _______%	 Social Security	 _______ %
Criminal Law	 _______ %	 Personal Injury	 _______%	 Workers’ Comp	 _______ %
	                                Other: ___________________________________	 _______ %

Name ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Firm Name ________________________________________________________________________________________

Firm Address _ ____________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/ZIP ____________________________________________________________________________________

Home Address ____________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/ZIP ____________________________________________________________________________________

Phone (bus)  ( _____ ) _________________   (home) ( _____ ) _________________________________________

Cell phone  ( _____ ) _________________    FAX No. ( _____ ) __________________________________________ 

e-mail address ___________________________________________________ No. of attorneys in Firm  ____

Birth date  ________________________    Year first admitted to any State Bar ______________________

If you have a personal injury practice, is it primarily defense ■  or plaintiff ■ ? 

Please indicate the approximate percentage of your practice devoted to these areas:

Bar year:	        Please check your category

2004 and before................................................................................................................................................... $350	 ■
2005-2009.................................................................................................................................................................250 	 ■
2010-present............................................................................................................................................................150 	 ■
Public Service Attorney........................................................................................................................................150	 ■
     (full-time employee of federal, state or local government, or legal aid & public defender programs)
Associate Member..................................................................................................................................................150	 ■
     (retired attorney or judge, bar members not licensed in Virginia but licensed in another state or country)

Special Memberships
Sustaining Member............................................................................................................................................. $500	 ■
Patron Member........................................................................................................................................................750	 ■
     These members voluntarily pay higher dues to provide essential financial support to VTLA.

Additional Section/Interest Group Memberships

Paralegal membership applications available upon request. Call (804) 343-1143.

s Section eligibility criteria apply

Membership 
expires 

12/31/2014

Join VTLA Today!
Join VTLA today and pay member rates for the Convention.



registrant name ________________________________________________________

firm name ______________________________________________________________

address _________________________________________________________________

city/state/ZIP __________________________________________________________

day phone no. __________________________________________________________

email ____________________________________________________________________

Golf Tournament Registration
■  	The $150 golf tournament fee must accompany your convention 

registration. You may sign up alone and be placed with a foursome, 
or indicate the players in your foursome on this form. Please, no 
foursome with a total handicap of less than 50.

Name _____________________________________________________________________

Handicap or Average Score _____________________________________________

Other Players in Foursome _____________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________

All Convention Registration Fees Cover: Seminars, great electronic materials, 
useful convention guide including full table of contents, Welcome Reception, Allen 
Party, Lexis Reception, Banquet, and exhibits. Pre-registration is encouraged, 
however, daily registration will be available at the door at $125 for Thursday, $185 
for Friday and $175 for Saturday (regardless of membership status).

Cancellation Policy: Refunds, less a $50 administrative fee, will be given only 
if written request is received before March 20. 

Please Note: Correct fees or credit card information must accompany your 
registration. VTLA cannot bill you. 

	    Before 3/2

VTLA member	    ■ $375	   ■ $430
First-Time Attendee (Members only)	    ■   275	   ■   335
Young Trial Lawyer (Members only)*	   ■   220	   ■   270
Non-Member attorney	    ■   420	   ■   475
Spouse/Guest	    ■     65	   ■     85
     Name ___________________________________________________________
Virginia Judiciary/Legislator	    ■  Gratis      	   ■  Gratis
Paralegal/Office Support Staff
   Member	    ■   160	   ■   190
   Non-Member	    ■   185	   ■   215
Law School Student, full-time	    ■     70	   ■     70

                                                     Registration Fees:  $ _______________ 	

2014 Registration Fees

* Attorneys 35 years of age or younger, or who have practiced law for 3 years or less.

NOTE: Registration fee for a member of a Legal Aid or a Public Defender program or  
full-time local, state or federal government employee is one-half the standard fee.

Additional Fees
Please see the next column on this Registration Form  

for additional information required for these offerings.

	 Fun Run / $20 per person	 $ _____________
	 Golf Tournament / $150 per person	 $ _____________
	 Tennis Tournament / $50 per person	 $ _____________
	 Skeet Tournament / $65 per person	 $ _____________
	 Extra Banquet Tickets / $65 per person	 $ _____________

	 Total Fees Enclosed 	 $ _____________
	(add registration fees and additional fees)

Please make checks payable and mail to: 
VTLA 

P.O. Box 1257  •  Richmond, VA 23218-1257   
OR

register by fax (804)343-7124, phone (804)343-1143/(800)267-8852,
online at www.vtla.com with your credit card

■  Check enclosed   or   
Bill my:  ■ MasterCard    ■ VISA    ■ American Express

Card # __________________________________________________________

Exp. Date:  ____________________   security code: _ ______________

Cardholder: ____________________________________________________

Signature: ______________________________________________________

Payment Options

Fun Run Registration
■  	I will participate in the Fun Run, Saturday at 7:30 a.m. 
	 Please enclose the $20 fee with your convention registration.

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________

		  ________________________________________________________________

Tennis Tournament Registration
■	 I will participate in the Tennis Tournament, Saturday at 1:30 p.m. 

Please include the $50 fee with your convention registration.

Name(s) ________________________________________________________________

		  _ _______________________________________________________________

Registration is also available  
online at www.vtla.com

Renew the Passion Registration Form

Skeet Tournament Registration
■	 I will participate in the Skeet Tournament, Saturday at 1:30 p.m. 

Please include the $65 fee with your convention registration.

Name(s) ________________________________________________________________


